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From: SAC, ST. LOUIS (157- 5937 GENER ALIN YES RDO 


Subject:C#LACK ECONOMIC UNION , a 
ae. DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS KXLW, KADI \ is pw 7} 
yin AND KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI : a 
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8) (RM) [4 LHM being submitted 113th MI Group 3, SIMO; 
2 ~ |Springf f#eld [_] Report being submitted... U. 8. Secret Service, SLMO; 3 


(Encls. 2°" sRM) - NISRA, SLMO; and “ 
(-] Preliminary investigation instituted OSI, SLMO 


Le St. } 
Lot ee [_] hhimited investigation instituted LE NINA 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to St. Louis, Missouri 


File No. | : : ° 
June 26, 1968 H 
ho j ; 
ae RE 
' BLACK ECONOMIC UNION 
; DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
- KXLW, KADI AND. KATZ, 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, — i, 
JUNE 13 and 17, 19638 _. ‘ 
oy | 
Reference is made to St. Louis-—Letteripad Memorandum’ 
concerning. this on June 19, 1968. 
Nae On June 20, 1968, a source, who has furnished 


feliable information in the. ‘past advised that in the early. 
evening, ap roximately 5:00 pim., on June 19, 1968, Charles _ 
Cypeater, Mana > of- KXLW and KADI, had — recéived a ‘telephone “ 
‘call from Charl Koen, stating that he was aware of the fact 
that law enforcem nt agencies had been made aware of demands > 
made upon radio stations KXLW and KADI, both of ’which are now 
located ,at 2735 Bompart, Brentwood, a suburb of St. Louis, 
Missouri, and KATZ. ee ms 


According to this source, Koen demanded at this 
time that Miller meet with his group, which he referred to as 
. 2) the Black Economic Union. He also referred to them as the 


. Black ationalist Movement. 
\ 


This lsource advised that Koen and. stove thatiey, 
with other unidentified Negroes, shortly thereafter went to 
KXLW and without announcing their intentions proceeded 
unannounced to |the Office of Charles Miller. The source 
stated that Miller was taken, willingly, to Mid-City Community 
Congress, 4007 [Delmar, St. Louis, Missouri. where approximately 
twelve Negroes |were present in the form of a circle. No 
demands were made on Miller by any of these Negroes, most - 
of whom, according to this source, had been drinking. 


2s | PROPERTY OF FBI 


This communication and its contents are loaned to you by the 
FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 


_ _ outside of the |jagency to which loaned. 
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BLACK ECONOMIC] UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND) KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13 AND 17) 1968 


The source indicated that the meeting lasted 
approximately five or six hours and should be more properly 
described as a|ritual or a ceremony, rather than a meeting. 
The source said the ceremony consisted of chanting the 
word "Black" or "Blackness" and the leader, Koen, asking 


-questions, such as, "Who buys most of the Cadillacs and 


who buys the $60. 00 shoes.'"' In each instance the group 
chanted a reply, "The Negro." 


The source stated the entire ritual seemed to be 
one to impress|Miller with the idea of Blackness and previous 


demands made ay the Negro. 


Source stated that some ,;jtype of-a book by Che, 
whose last name is Guevarra, Castro leader who was killed in , 
Bolivia, was laying on a table. This source. Stated that the 
whole atmosphere of the ritual was one of brotherhood on the 
part of the Negro and OpponLtion to the "White Hunkie." 


Source stated that one Negro present used considerable 
profanity and his name was Dent. The source stated that he 
was the same one who had a beard and a front tooth missing 


with whom Miller had met earlier, 


d This |source was able to identify cnese prego 
only as Charles Koen, Stewart,Bailey, Clarence—'SkipYAGuthrie- - 


Head of the Zulu 1200's 
and anoth alled "T lack Prince." The source stated 
that Janew{fol Lins was/ present at this affair but did not 
participate 


-recious._Barnes., Negro called XChubby" 


It was stated during the affair that the owner of 
Radio Station KATZ, George Lasker, was reférred to as a 
"White Racist Hunkie" and he would ‘be boycotted. The source 
stated Miller would be contacted later concerning demands on 
his’ radio stations. 


The source advised he would be able.to identify the 
person known as Al, who had met with Mjlyer on ne 17, 1968, 
at 2409 Cass Avenue, probably as Alonzo? hapell, who resides 
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BLACK ECONOMIC | UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND) KATZ, st. LOUIS, MISSOURI, | 


JUNE 13 AND 17; 1968 


venue, St. Louis, Missouri, born 


attended Hadley Technical High School, en 
Louis, and was;in the United States Army or Air pee un npr yd! Ay # 
Serial Number 175 83 666. (oa. 


A second source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on June 20, 1968, that th erson wearing 
a beard and a missing front tooth, was Anthony Went , a Negro, 
age twenty-five, residing at Apartment 902, 2210 Cass Avenue, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

Dent |was arrested on March 30, 1968, by the St. 
Louis Police Department when he attempted to interfere with a 
policeman in making another arrest. He was charged with 
interfering with a police officer. 


A third source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on June 20, 1968, that Charles Koen 
called the Offices of KATZ inquiring for Lasker who’ was not 
there. When asked if a message could be left for Lasker, 
Koen stated: 


"Just tell him ain't gonna be no more games, 
because we can place the same game, only better. 
He can tell the police, FBI, anyone he wants, 
but. there jain't gonna be no more games. We're 
gonna play a real good game. He better get 
together." 

This jsource stated that "Skip'' Guthrie called the 
newcaster at KATZ, Bernard R. McCain, on June 20, 1968, in 
an attempt to meet with Lasker at 3:00 p.m. that afternoon. 
Guthrie stated j|that Charles Koen had been kicked out of their 


‘group and Guthrie had asked Koen to reduce the demands on 


KATZ. He claimed to be calling from telephone JEfferson 
3~-6066 and, when attempts were>made to arrange a meeting 
Guthrie refused. He would not come to KATZ Offices and 
would not meet jat an outside location suggested. 


r 


HW 527365 DBocld: 32720696 ae 7 


| _ 


HW 52365 


BLACK ECONOMIC; UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND) KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13 AND 17), 1968 


On June 21, 1968, the source advised that Guthrie 
contacted Lasker by telephone at KATZ, again stating he 
would like to meet with him. A meeting was arranged for 
Saturday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. in the offices of KATZ. This 
agreement was reached after Lasker reportedly had requested 
Guthrie to go to his clients who had cancelled-contracts to 
advertise and get these clients back on the air. The 
source stated that Guthrie was courteous and stated that 
"Santa Claus" got them off the air but he would contact them 
again. This source stated that Guthrie demanded that Bernie 


McCain of oe be present at the meeting set up. 


“On June 21, 1968, Mr. Roger Weinberger, owner of 
the Warehouse of Clothing, 6339 Easton Avenue, Welliston, 
Missouri, advised that he had cancelled his advertising 
contract on KATZ but was going to resume advertising. He 
stated that leaflets had been handed out to some customers 
at his store for a brief period on the afternoon of June 21, 
1968, and these leaflets stated: 


"RACISM VS. BLACKNESS 

"THE| WHITE OWNER OF THIS BUSINESS IS 
A RACIST.| HE WANTS OUR MONEY AND WILL ACCEPT 
IT WITH A|BIG SMILE, BUT HE IS SUPPRESSING OUR 
RACE. HOLD ON TO YOUR MONEY. DON'T SUPPORT 
RACISM. 

"WE THANK YOU IN THE BEHALF OF BLACKNESS. 


"Pp, S. TUNE OUT KATZ RADIO STATION UNTIL 
THEY TUNE|IN TO BLACKNESS." 


Thisiwas signed: 
"YOURS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM, 


BLACK NATIONALIST MOVEMENT, ENDORSED BY 
THE BLACK} ECONOMIC UNION OF MIDWEST LEADERS." 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND, KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


JUNE 13 AND 17, 1968 


This} source stated that the car from which four 
Negroes got out to hand out these leaflets for a brief period 
of time was a 1959 Chevrolet, bearing Illinois License 
JW3123. Weinberger stated that he learned through the 
Police Department that this car was registered to Charles 
Koen, Cairo, Illinois. 


Weinberger stated that he had been off the radio 
in advertising| for one day but had resumed that same day and 
had received a|telephone call stating he had "been warned." 
Weinberger said that he would appear on television to state 
he had been contacted by Negroes to stop broadcasting on 
KATZ. 


The third source, above, advised on June 22, 
1968, that neither Guthrie nor any of those supposed to have 
met with KATZ at 2:00 p.m. appeared for the meeting. 


On June 22, 1968, the first source mentioned above 
advised that Charles Koen and Stewart Bailey again visited 


Radio Station IXLW at noon on June 21, 1968, stating that 
any previous agreement made was called off. — 7 


The source stated that they went to lunch with 
Miller and that actually Bailey drove Miller's car. The 
source stated that their demands were now in the third phase. 
The first phase had been the making of the demands and ap-.- 
parently the second phase had been attempting to negotiate 
them. This source stated that Koen told Miller the third 
phase involved jthe use of guns but went no further than this 
in explaining what he meant. : 


The source also advised that ACTION, a dissident 
group from the |St. Louis Committee on Racial Equality (CORE) 
did not support them as a group and that Percy Green, Head 
of ACTION, would not participate in these demands but that. 
Precious Barnes, a memberof ACTION, had the approval of Percy 

. Green for his participation. 
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BLACK ECONOMIC] UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND) KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


JUNE 13. and 17/|, 1968 ‘ 


The third source, above, advised on June 24, 1968, 


that eight unidentified Negroes appeared at the Offices of 


TZ and demanded that George Lasker not fire newsman_Bernie 
cCain. This a at 11:00 a.m. ————— 


HW 52365 


It was the understanding of this source that Lasker 
became Suspicious of McCain and felt that he was assisting 


' the Negroes in; their demands.. The source stated Lasker had 


never discussed with McCain thé possibility of his being 
fired. The source stated that McCain had inquired of KATZ 
on Saturday, June 22, 1968, whether or not he was gang to be 
fired and had been . told by Lasker that he knew no reason why 
he should be and wondered why McCain was concerned. 


Roger Weinberger of the Warehouse of Clothing [yA fe 
pes tn June 24, 1968, that he had sought the advice of ae 
William\pouthit, Head of the Urban League—of.St....Louis._and 


the eh of the’ Human Development Corporation in St. Louis, 
concerning the|demands by the Negroes. Weinberger said he 
would appear on television on the evening of June 24, 1968, 
in advising the public of these demands. 


The third source,. above, also advised on June 24, 
1968, that it was his understanding that in the demands 
initially made|by unidentified Negroes at the MAA Insurance 
Company, 6159 Natural Bridge, that the owner of this company 
was told that he was not asked to go off the air at KATZ 
but was being told ‘to go;off the air and, if he did not do so, 


the Negroes could not be responsible for what happened. 


_This |source also advised that a circular had been 
distributed injsome sections of: Easton Avenue, St. Louis, 
Missouri, stating: le 


"KATZ Radio Station is not a Black Station. 
It is White owned station. You may hear Black Voices 
on the air, but a Racism Honkey by the name of George 
Lasker (about 70 years of age) is the manager of the 
station. ; 
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but later-identified as Vincen 


BLACK ECONOMIC) UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND, KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


JUNE 13 AND 171, 1968 


" "Those businesses that advertise over the 
station are not supporting Blackness and will be 


Boycotted! by the Black Citizens." 
This| was signed: 


"Yours in the Struggle for Freedom, 
Black Nationalist Movement, Endorsed by the 
Black Economic Union of Mid-West Leaders. 


"Dp, Ss. If KATZ can't tune in to Blackness 


let's ert out. “ee 


hes first source, above, advised on,June 24, 1968, 
that Richard? iller, of KXLW, again was contacted at his office 
by approximately~ ‘eight Negroes, whom the source only knew as 
"Skip" Guthrie}-Henry Thomas’ and Wincent (Last Name Unknown), 

BS aeae This source stated 
that all previous demands made on this station were cancelled 


‘Profane language was used. New demands consisted of changing 


the staff of the station and hiring new one, promoting those , 
already there and stating there should be no editing of 

what subsequent ly went out over the air. The source stated 
that these demands were made in the name of the Black’ 
Economic Union! the Zulu 1200's, ACTION and CORE. 


<< A fourth source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on June 24, 1968, that -he was aware of 
the demands made by some unidentified Negroes on the above 
three radio Stations and it was the understanding of this 
source that some Negroes at these radio stations, more 
probably at KATZ, couid be going along with the demands in 
the hopes that |they would become managers of these stations. 
This. source stated that he was not certain of his information 
but felt that this was true at least at KATZ. This source 
stated that this would be a technique used for some Negroes 
to promote themselves in their jobs. 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13 AND 17%, 1968 


——— 


On Jjune 24, 1968, Mr. Donald Beimdiek of KATZ 


_ advised that officials at KATZ had offered to mediate the 


differences of; Koen and his group by asking them to submit | 
any material they wished to be broadcast for editing 
purposes but they have never received a reply. 


On June 25, 1968, Roger Weinberger advised that at 
approximately 12:30 a.m., June 25, 1968, what he thought to 
be a bomb had been thrown through the front window of his 
store at 6339 Easton Avenue, Wellston. He said the Weliston 
Police and St.| Louis County Police were both investigating. 
He stated no damage had been done other than the broken 
window. 


On June 25, 1968, officials of the St. Louis County 
Police Department advised that an investigation conducted 
by them of the| alleged bombing indicated that this store had 
been burglarized with $30.00 taken from the cash register 
and some clothing stolen. Their investigation indicated 
that the ADT detection alarm showed the progress of the 
intruder after| the window was broken. This indicated someone 
apparently going thought the window to their cash register and 


retracing their steps. The St. Louis County Police Depart~ 


_ment Laboratory, from examining the explosive used, concluded 


that it was blackpowder mixed with cartridge powder, placed 
in the heavy circular paper which normally contains toilet 
tissue and this would burn but would not explode and could 
not have exploded. He said it was a non-explosive device. 
It was their feeling this was a legitimate burglary which 
may or may not |have had any connection to demands made upon 
that store. _ s aS 

On June 26, 1968, Roger Weinberger and William 
Bennett, Manager of the Warehouse o£ Clothing, advised they 
had pect se RbgtOey apne of Fredtkrump, Henr omas, James 


‘Rollins and James ith as being among the Negroes first 


visiting their |Store to cease advertising over KATZ. 


. \, 
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BLACK ECONOMIC |UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND|KATZ, ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13 AND 17} 1968 


Officials of the St. Louis Police Department, 
Wellston Police Department and Brentwood Police Department 
were advised of the above events. 


News jarticles in the "St. Louis Globe-Democrat" 
of June 26, 1968, and the "St. Louis Post-Dispatch" of 
June 25, 1968, |state that the above three radio stations 
have reported the demands by Negro militants and the 
incident at the Warehouse of Clothing on June 25, 1968. 
These articles|state that the Black Economic Union, headed 
by Charles Koen, and other of the group represent St. Louis 
CORE, ACTION and the Zulus. The only one identified in 
the articles is Clarence Guthrie, as commander of the Zulus, 
who admitted the demands on the radio stations but knew 
nothing of thejincident of the reported bombing at the Warehouse 
of Clothing. 
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Date: 7-1-68 


Transmit the following in 2 
(Type in plaintext or code) : 
Vie AIRTEL AIRMAIL 4 po 
(Priority) \ | 
a boii 
t 7 To: Director, FBI ATTENTION: . 
AR (CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 


‘\{ From: SAC, ST.LOUIS (157-5937) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 
[4] DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 


0 
s\ Subject: BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATION KXLW, 
VY KADI, AND KATZ, 6-13 and 17-68, AND PICKET ING OF 
KATZ, 6-28-68. ; 


LICR CjEL C1 VRA-65 [] CRA-64 S 
[CJ PA [(_] PE OF PF 
[JBM [_] BM-Threats Kx] Racial Matters 


Summary of Complaint: iA 
Re SL tel, 6-28-68, | 


Source in attached is 


— oo" 


1 - Bureau (Encl. 3) thn 
2 - Springfield (Encl. 2) RM 
1 - St. Louis 


RBS :wma 
(4) Agency G2, //U. 
ES 
Bsie For 
How Forw... 


ACTION: re 
[_] No further action being taken and 
(X] LHM enclosed [X Copy furnished to USA , O-; 
/-8342 (7) LHM being submitted 1 - 113th MI Group 3, SLMO (RM) 
aA [(—] Report being submitted 1 - OSI, SLMO (RM) 
{SP (J Preliminary investigation instituted 1 - NISRA, §LMO (RM) 


[—] Limited investigation instituted 1 - Secret ervice (RM 


Sent — UM Per 


¥ Special Agent in Charge 
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unr ® STATES DEPARTMENT OF iQ icx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to ‘| St. Louis, Missouri 63177 
File No. 


BLACK ECONOMIC UNI@N DEMANDS 
ON [RADIO STATIONS KXLW, KADI AND KATZ, 
June 13 and 17, 1968, AND PICKETING 


OF (KATZ, June 28, 1968 


_ July 1, 1968 


Reference is made to St. Louis letterhead memorandum concern- 
ing this matter on|June 26 and 27, 1968. 


, On June 13, 1968, the Black Economic Union, later supported 
by St. Louis CORE, |ACTION and ZULU 1200's, made demands on radio 
stations KXLW, KADI and KATZ, St. Louis, Missouri. Meetings with 
operator of KXLW and KADI were held without final agreement. KATZ 
resisted demands which included one hour weekly program and two hour 
interviews with black nationalists concerning their activities, black 
nationalist promotion, more black news coverage, and all programs with- 
out white influence, Six advertisers of KATZ were approached by | 
Negroes and’ cancelled their broadcasts with KATZ, Two subsequently 
renewed, , 


Officials of the St. Louis Police Department advised June 28, 
1968, that between |9:30 A. M. and 5:30 P, M., June 28, 1968, from one to 
six individuals of jthe Black Economic Union or affiliated groups such 
as the XULU 1200 and ACTION, a dissident group from St. Louis Committee 
on Racial Equality |(CORE)., stationed themselves at the entrances of the 
building eae This building, with an arcade, has three 


= 


entrances, CHARLESAKOEN, Black Economic Union, was at one entrance 
during the day, while one Or two individuals from the ZULU 1200 or ACTION 
and CORE were at the other two entrances, They remained silent in their 
positions and did aan carry signs. They frequently stood directly in 
front of these entyances. There were no incidents or interference with 


the public, 


“THE ST, LOUIS GLOBE DEMOCRAT of June 28, 1968, reported that 
in connection with [the above activity at the building occupied by KATZ, 
CHARLES KOEN of the Black Economic Union said he hoped to have the 
Federal Communication Commission (FCC) schedule a hearing into the 
matter. A telegram reportedly was sent to FCC summarizing the six 


P R OPER TY. 0 F FBI 
This communication and me contents are! 


+a] neithar 
loaned to you by the FBl, and or oo 


nor its contents are to 6 distributes 
ancy to which loanod. 
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demands that KATZ, |KXLW and KADI include three hours a week in programs 
devoted to black nationalism, more positive news coverage for the 
black community,interviews with black nationalists, and these programs 
to be free from white editing or censorship. This telegram was 
reportedly signed 'BLACK NATIONALIST MOVEMENT ENDORSED BY BLACK 
ECONOMIC UNION OF MIDWEST LEADERS, ZULU 1200, PRUITT-IGOE HARD CORE, 
CORE AND ACTION," 


A source, who hag furnished reljable information in the 
AMO. past, advised ey aka TONY/DENT, has begun representing 


“= himself as the "Pruitt- =Igoe Hard CORE.."°7 


= 
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KADI AND KATZ, ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI 
6/13 and 6/17/68 
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*- Bureau (Encls. 8) (x) LHM enclosed [X] Copy furnished t Ube. Louis and 
(RM) (4 LHM being submitted 113th MI Group 3, St- Louis, Mo. 


2 - Springfield [_] Report being submitted U. S. Secret Servige, St. Lonis, 
| 


(Encls. 
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un@kn STATES DEPARTMENT OF . 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


 . In Reply, Please Refer to ' §t. Louis, Missouri 
File No. ; ”, 
June 19, 1968 


BLACK ECONOMIC UNION 
DEMANDS OM@RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW,,. KAD *“ZND KATZ 
ST. LOUIS, ‘ MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13° and 17, 1417, 1968 


On June 17, 1968, a source, who has furnished 
mi reliable information in the past, advised that Charles, Koen _ 
‘of the Black Economic Union, East St. Louis,. Illinois, “tozether 
with three unknown Negro adults and three Negro teen-age boys 
had presented the following demands to Radio Stations KXLW, 
KADI and KATZ, St. Louis, Missouri: 


"The radio stations in St. Louis are inade- J 
quately covering Black News. The Black Nationalist 
Organizations in this city have banded together to 
rectify. this injustice wantonly inflicted upon the 
Black Community. 


- "Radio Stations KXLW, KADI, and KATZ are oriented 
toward the Negro Market, and we the Black Nationalists 
demand that the above. stations serve the Black Community — 
with the. true voice of Blackness and not the voiceof 
indoctrination toward the White Culture. 


“We the Black Nationalists demand that the 
_ following demands are complied with by the above 
listed radio stations. " 


ro) 


"OUR DEMANDS. 


"1, We demand: One hour of Prceccaghane cen- 
tered around Black Nationalism. 

PROPERTY OF FBI 
This communication and its contents are loaned to you by the 
FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 
outside of the agency to which loaned. 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND KATZ, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13 AND 17, 1968 


"2, We demand: That the Black Program be broad- 
casted at ideal times. 


"3, We demand: That two Black Nationalists be 
interviewed at least_two hours per week. 


"4, We demand: That the program director be 
given the flexibility to institute the Black Programs. 
No White has the insight to censor his program. 


"5, We demand: Promotion of drives for Black 
Nationalist Organizations. 


"6, We demand: More pesitive news coverage 
for the Black Community. 


"Sincerely, 


"Black Nationalist Movement 
endorsed by the Black 
Economic Union of the 
Mid-West Leaders." 


Radio Station KATZ is located at 273 Arcade Building, 
St. Louis, Missouri, and the General Manager is George Lasker, 
who was presented the demands. 


Radio Station KXLW is located at 2735 Bompart, 
Brentwood (a suburb of St. Louis), and KADI is located at 
3615 Olive, St. Louis, both being managed by Richard J. 
Miller, who was presented these demands. 


Source advised that Lasker and Miller would be con-— 
tacted at a later time concerning these demands. 


Source advised on June 17, 1968, both Lasker and 
Miller were contacted telephonically concerning a proposed 
meeting at 2:00 p.m., June 17, 1968, to discuss the demands. 
Both Lasker and Miller contacted the St. Louis Police Depart- 
ment as a result of the demands. Lasker refused to meet 
further with Koen and his group. Miller agreed to meet with 


them and was instructedby Koen to go to Mid-City Community 


-~ 2- 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND KATZ, ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI, 
JUNE 13 AND 17, 1968 


Congress, 4007 Delmar, St. Louis, at 2:00 p.m., June 17, 1968, 
and he would be met there to be Ronen to the meeting. This 
he did. . 


‘According to the source,’ he was met by one Stewart 
Bailey, not further identified, and with four other Negroes 
went to 2409 Cass Avenue, St. Louis, where. the meeting took 
place. . Source said there were about seven Negroes at the 
meeting in addition tq Miller. This source could identify 
the Negroes as Breciousvearnes, a_ member of A.C.T.1,0.N., 
a dissident group from the St. Louis Committee 7 for Racial: 
roup who use Mid-City ‘y Community Congress” = 
as headquarters; Al. (last name unknown); and a‘Negro with a 
beard and a front tooth or teeth missing. This source said | 
the address of 2409 Cass Avenue, St. Louis, was the Pruitt- 
Igo Community Center or Pruitt-Igoe Neighborhood Center, an 
Office of Economic Opportunity funded center. This source 
advised that Miller made*some tentative agreement with Koen ° 
and his group, and was told that since Lasker failed to meet 
with them that Miller should "watch what happens to KATZ." 


' Equality; CraroncbGutheria - reported iy head of the Zulu 1200, 
- a Negro young adul 


A second: source,,. who has furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past, advised on June 18, 1968, that on June 17 
and 18, 1968, the following advertisers through KATZ cancelled 
their advertisine time: Freund's Jewelers, 5938 Easton; 
MAA Insurance Company, 6159 Natural Bridge; Friedman Railroad 
Salvage, 5149 Easton; Warehouse of Clothing, 6339 Easton; 
Joe's Music Shop, 2611 Franklin; Ardell's Beauty enter DE seers 
1049 North Vandeventer, 


This source said that each of the above six businesses 
were visited by six to eight Negroes and were’ told to go off 
the air because the radio station would not meet the demands 
of the Negroes. It was the understanding of this source that 
the meeting requested by Koen of Lasker of KATZ, which Lasker 
refused to attend, was to be held at 2409 Cass, the Pruitt- 
Igoe Neighborhood Center. 


This source said that Ardell's Beuty Enterprices 


-would resume its advertising over Station KATZ "to see what 


would happen." 
ee 


“ 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND KATZ, ST, LOUIS, MISSOURI, 


| JUNE 13 AND 17; 1968 


A third source, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, advised on June 18, 1968, that in addition 
to the above demands by Koen and the Black Economic Union 
and the meeting by Miller that the latter was very concerned 
as to what action Koen and his group might take if some con- 
cessions were not made. Therefore, Miller would continue 
negotiations with Koen concernng the matter. 


_ ° It was the information of both sources two and 
three that Koen in telephonically. contacting these radio 
stations. had probably used the telephone at Mid-City Community 
Congress since he told those he contacted that if they wished 
to reach him they could do so at JE3-6066, the telephone of 
Mid-City Community Congress. 


-A fourth source, who has furnished reliable infor- 
mation in the past, advised on June 18, 1968, that the above 
meeting between Miller and Koen's group. had taken place at 
the Pruitt-Igoe Neighborhood Center, 2409 Cass Avenue, but 
this source had no information as to what transpired. Source 
did not know Stewart Bailey or Al (last name unknown). 


A fifth source, who has furtished reliable infor- 
mation in the past, advised on June 18,\N1968, that the 
president_of Mid-City Community Congress Was notaware of 
this activty,on the part of Koen. CharleSiKoen, above, is 
Charles Enlo en, Negro, male, born 

_attended Cairo High School and McKeendree College, ~ 
In the summer of 1962, he demonstrated for integration in | 
Cairo, was arrested and charged with mob action and resistng 
and ‘obstructing. an officer on August 2, 1962. On July 21, | 
1963, again in a demonstration in Cairo he was arrested and 
fined. for disturbing the peace. In 1967 he was active in 
racial disturbances alleging police brutality in Cairo’ during 
which windows were broken. In 1968 he has participated in 
marches and protests in East St. Louis, Illinois, against 
school administration there. On April 28, 1968, he was 
arrested in East St. Louis, Illinois, for interfering with 
a police officer at a residence where hand grenades and 
ammunition were found. On April 29, 1968, Koen told Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation he’ was the 


‘leader of the Black Economic Union, East St. Louis, which 


Stee oe. 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
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stp 


is described as an organization to raise money for the pur- 
pose of Negro: take-over of white owned ghetto businesses. 
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6 Ee? 
CI I. Bufiles indicate this dase’is delin (be. Give specific reason for delinquency. ; ¢ 


2 _ } ; 


Da ( letterhead memo oO Beal ag ae 2 G85 
ae Dare Spore } FBI — SAINT Lou: s 


C1 letter Cc] 90-day progress letter 


ae : 
Reporting employee Lu he 


D 38. If valid reason exists for not submitting report at this time, state reason specifically and 
when report wil be submitted 


(] 4. Status of 1] appeal C1] Inquiry . CI Investigation . . (J Prosecution 


oO airtel ( letterhead memo .-- i. q 
aatess | 


(Place reply hereon and, return to Bureau. Note receipt and acknowledgment on top serial in case. file.) 


oO rind [] 90-day progress letter by 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1065 O - 781-653 
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TO DIR Mr. Tavel_. -H 


OR AND SPRINGFIELD (MAID wv Mr. Trotter \ 
64 p 1 Tele. Room. 


FROM ST LOUIS €157-5937) Miss Holmes... 
Miss Gandy. 
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BBiac ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON AD Q a2 Q wl KADI A oKaTa | 


eeenennenennnnneeneenemenemamaatdiatit Ei Ew ke Paes 
ne SLMO, SIX THIRTEEN AND SEVENTEEN SIXiVErE aver . ees Sem 
b —e— RRA G "STATION ny S 
) RE SL LHM SIX NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT. cote ey 
STL ib. 
(f MANAGER KXLW HAD HAS SEVERAL NEETINGS ie CHARLES KOEW AND STEWART 


\ BAILEY WITHOUT AGREEMENT F INALIZED. KATZ . aR Fes used MEETING WITH eACTZ, 
id STAT LQ Ad 
weasel 


OF GROUP UNTIL SIXTY TWENTYTWO WHEN MEETING “ARRANGED” IN “in TZ OFFIC 


BUT BLACK ECONOMIC UNION PEOPLE FAILED TO APPEAR “AN ADVERTISER” OF 
KATZ THE WAREHOUSE OF CLOTHING, WELLSTON, SUBURB OF ST. LOUIS WHO C 
FIRST CANCELLED ADVERTISING THEN RESUMED HAD WINDOW BROKEW“AT TWELVE € 
THIRTY fe Me TODAY AND DEVICE FIRST THOUGHT TO BE ‘EXPLOSIVE ‘THROWN IN 
STORE, WITHOUT FURTHER DAMAGE ST» LOUIS COUNTY PD INVESTIGATION INDIC 
ATED STORE WAS BURGLARIZED OF THIRTY DOLLARS FROM CASH REGISTER WITH 
"ADT DETECTION SHOWING PROGRESS OF INTRUDER AT THIS TIME INVESTIGATION 
BY SL COUNTY PD FURTHER INDICATED ALLEGED EXPLOSIVE DEVICE WAS BLACK 
POWDER MIXED WITH CARTRIDGE POWDER PLACED IN HEAVY PAPER ONLY AND Was 
NON EXPLOSIVE, BUT DID PARTIALLY * BURR ered FEERED SERVICES FBI 
LABORATORY, COVERAGE OUTSTATE tt 84s IDENT DJ boxy TO LAW E 
FORCEMENT AGENCIES PROIOR TO CONCLUSION st SL ROUNTY Ph eee id; Wr 


MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, SECRET SERVICE AND "ust 8aDVISED. WS 
SL IS FOLLOWING SITUATION AND BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED. GT i ) 
END | | eit 
MR, TRAINOR ede ah: Qa t i if 
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Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 
fi 


ae AIRTEL 


ubject: “BLACK ECONOMIC. UNION. DEMANDS ON RADIO STATION KXL o 
ADI, AND KATZ, 6/13 AND 6/17/68 


LICR C)JEL CI] VRA-65 [(] CRA-64 
CI] PA [_] PE 
[C]BM [_] BM-Threats [x] Racial Matters Gear ) 


[Klan eae): a ae 
Mee 


X In connection with the attached letterhead memorandum, 
information therein has already been furnished to the U. S. 

Attorney, at which time he advised that he was conferring with 
MILTON D, LEWIS, Compliance Officer; U. S. Department of Justice, 

; in St. Louis concerning this matter, and the U. S. Attorney 

intended reviewing Federal statutes which might be applicable 

yo in this case in which instance he would recommend to the U. S. .| 
' Department of Justice that the FBI be requested to conduct 

some type of investigation in the matter. This is for the 

information of the Bureau, and the Bureau will be kept advised. 


ee (ST AFT = "| 


on 


NII -“dst-‘aqyo : 


THE SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 


: | / SPE % vi JUL g 1958 
! rem UACB: = 3 | 


No further action being taken and’ 

A -| Bureau (En 8)(X LHM enclosed 7] Copy furnished to USA, #bwo, SLMO 

| (RM) LHM being submitted 1 - 113th, MI“Group 3, SLMO (RM) 
Report being submitted 1 - OSI}. SLMO (RM) . 


St Seti 2-RBY ori minary investigation instituted 1 - NISRA, SLMO (RM) 


| 


7 
2= Springfie®@ 


| 
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_ 1 - Sécret’Serwice (RM) 


y CI Limited investigation instituted 
| 22 1988 


Special Agent in Charge 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TD van 
In Reply, Please “Refer to : St. Louis, Missouri 


File No. 


HW 52365 


SoS. guly 8, 1968 pty ips 


9h Zine (yfln > 
BY sea / 


Reference is made to St. Louis letterhead memorandum 


concerning this matter on June 26, 27 and July 1, 1968. 


‘Officials of the St, Louis Police Department advised 
on July 8, 1968, that at 4:08\|a.m., July 4, 1968, a window was 
hetarcac 3 ling, 812 Olive 
Street, St, Louis, Missouri,’as‘a result of a brick béing 
vee n through it. Attached to the brick was what appeared. 
to be one stick of dynamite. Other than the broken window 
there was no damage . 


Officials of the St. Louis Police Department also 
advised that upon examination of the dynamite it was deter- 
mined to actually be dynamite with the fuse removed so that. 
it would not explode. These police officials advised ‘that 
every attempt has been made to prevent any publicity or public 
Knowledge of this incident in the event it had a connection 
with the demands of the Black Economic Union upon Radio 
Station KATZ, which is located in the Arcade Building. It 
is noted that Radio Station KATZ is located on the second _ 
floor of the Arcade Building completely at the opposite end 
of the building on the Pine Street entrance, whereas this 
brick and dynamite were thrown threw the window on the Olive - 
Street entrance, 


v Officials of the Police Department also advised 


‘that on July 5, 1968, an anonymous telephone call in the 


voice of what was presumed to be a Negro female, was made 
to KATZ stating that the dynamite thrown threw the door or 
window this time was a dud but next time it would be the 
real thing, or some such words to this effect. 


PROPERTY OF FBI 
This communication and its contents are loaned to you by the 
FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed 


outside of the ‘agency to which loaned. . 
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BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KXLW, KADI AND KATZ, JUNE 13 AND 17, 1968. 
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At the time the police removed the brick and dyna- 
mite from the Arcade Building, there was found on the curb 
at the entrance to this building two leaflets, both identical, 
a copy of which is attached. 
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oe THE BLACK SPIRIT Must PREVATL ANONG uw -IN THESE ‘TRaNG nes OF aRFLECTION 
"AGAINST OUR BROTHERS. 
Te " Last ‘Friday, Charles Koen,, Coordinator of Black Economic ‘Union. of Midwest | 
2 he was framede Monday, Skip Guthrie Local Coordinator of Black Economic Union 
oe oh ena Commander of the Zalu 4,200! was jailed, with James King a | 
Black Economic ‘Union, Sag APettis, John Harris. and Franti (feshington. King was aise 
2 sentenced to .45 days SH detent On hes uaes a. $250. 00 fine. The: tote] fine. is $970. 00 
am type of guStiee mst os to anend, = Ae Sg eee 
i THIS 1S A NEW CONCEPT “8 BLACKIESS. AUTHOR AND CREATOR, CHARLES KOEN, 
“ COORDINATOR OF BLACK ECONOMIC UNION OF MIDWEST LEADERS.” ae 


organizer: of: 


3 | ee BLACK ae a. . 
‘The Black Spirit |is intangible, SO cannot be touched or held, only felt. 


a It is a rhythmn, |the rhythm of a mighty African. drum beating : in the blood . = 
es or goes people. The/drum has. many voices.. : _ cree pate a 


ss It eobals. to black people of power. ' ‘The might and power ae. the African Lone 
/ The ‘slow sensual power of mune panther. - = Aas 


oe 4 “epaakb to black people cf Reare ‘Diack men “aha. walked the. carth iis kings: 
"3 and mighty warriors; the p BS Rea) the Retuted, the Zulue. ache os 


<7 It eueules of vengence | for centuries: a wrongs + It's woice rings with blood. 
“and fire and death. om 

i - The Black Spirit iii of. protherioed It's teal Black face in as 

-erowa and being oroe to it because oe recognize the bond of PROSE Et 


mh a _ - Black soivit ‘is  Meime able to Sonmindeate to a brother or sister | the ‘feelings = 
oe a are inside your soul; a touch, @ look, .a a handshake. | 
opr ; 


sie - The Black Spirit speaks with a voice of SS love ef a , nother for her ee 
" . baby oa is the voice ofa lullaby. 


ae The: Bl ack “Spirit speaks to Black people in ve voice of a dream, A man's / 

. powerful dream of freedom for his people. Freedom to work and sleep and pleye | 

- The freedom to love and care. for those who love and 1008 to him for prGnge sen. 
aug strength. It is a woman's dream of ‘peaces : 

Se The Black. eee als is music rr the laughter of children playing in the crowd= | 
cd street. It's the pittersweet « smile Haropep tears of sorrow and paine — 


‘The: "Black Seine is ive, voice of courage that sated: a man stand wD ane Pe oat 
han a OE he knows. it, eculd get. hin eee cc so had pip tote Ut os 


‘The Black Spirit is ‘Blood and Fire aid Love and Peace. 


Pein, Te ‘Black cae is Goa and Heaven, and Hell, and it speaks only & to Black- 
‘AW s2sesespoed Biavmess. Page : 300 | ce ee Z— : 


BLACK ECONOMIC 


KXLW, KADI AND 


UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS 
KATZ, JUNE 13 AND 17, 1968 


ab 


These leaflets mention 


Charli een, of the Black 
onl as being~framed. is may have reference to 


he is wanted-as a witne&Ss by the East St. Louis, 

ice Department. Referencg@ sin the leaflets is also 
Tees who igaderte ees thrie, head of th Ame fo 
e Ca SRM 


made to Skip/Sp ANG ae 
Zulu 1200°S: - who with others was fo 


Econonmic,.Uini 
t e fact tha 


Aklin Avenue, 
iixe was fined 


sentenged to 45 days in jail and fjih: 00 for individual 
and géegeral peace disturbance; John\Harris fin dad $100.00; 
f _SAMUEL/[RETTY fined $200.00; _Eugeneeour r fined,$200.00; 
rank Dei shington fined $ D0. 00’; Walker fined 


They were all charged with peace disturbance for 


harassing a colléctor. 
The |investigation by the ‘St. Louis Police Department 
of the above incident at the Arcade Building is continuing. 


St. Louis Police Department also 
advised that Charles Koen fleft St. Louis, Missouri, on Trans 
World Airlines Flight #138\at 4:00 p.m., Friday, July 5, 1968, 
accompanied by one_Miss ‘K (Qunhan, a dancer and choreographer 
from East St... Louisa Lindis,-whd--teaches at_Souttert 

Illinois" bis University in Carbondale Illinois; “destined for 
Sai“Francisco! They weré to | Soi bearer louis pany 7, 1968. 
The purpose of this trip was ee Ale | 


Officials of th 


a 


. 
\ 
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pos _ July 25, 1968- 
"GENERAL INVESTIGATI@§ DIVISION ~ 

Attached relates to a bombing of a radio 

tower in St. Louis, Missouri, on 7/25/68, 
Local authorities have advised a group 
identified as Zulu 1200's, affiliated with the 

Black Nationalist Movement, who had 
previously appeared at the radio stations on 
7/10/68 demanding that the announcers attend 
a meeting that date, may be responsible for 
the bombing. 

St. Louis Office has stated Brentwood, 
Missouri, Police Chief has requested the 
Bureau investigate this case as the County 
Police Department conducted crime scene , 
search but are not conducting any further 
investigation. St. Louis advises there is a 
major case squad composed of area ‘ 
agencies that could be used but the Police . - 
Chief wants FBI to investigate. - 

The request of the Police Chief has been- 
discussed with the Department andthe ~~. 


matter has been taken under adyisement ae 
in the Department. / 
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JUL2 5 1968 
WELETYPE 


- FBI ST LOUIS 


256AM IMMEDTATE 7-25-68 RJK 


TO DIRECTOR (157-9748) 


H Tele. Room... [ 
| Biss Holmes... | 


FROM ST. LOUIS (157-5937) 


STack ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS ON RADIO STATIONS KXLW, KADI AND 
Racial Matteré 


KATZ, SIX THIRTEEN AND SIX SEVENTEEN SIXTYEIGHT. Ri 
7! . 
ye 4 af 
‘oe RE SL AIRTEL SEVEN EIGHT SIXTYEIGHT. aX 
AT APPROXIMATELY TWELVE FIFTY AM, SEVEN TWENTYFI VE INSTANT, 4 
oP Jain: 
THE ONE RADIO TOWER OF STATIONS KXLW AND KADI WERE BOMBED. BY AN STAI 


UNKNOWN DEVICE CAUSING DAMAGE WHICH KNOCKED DOWN POWER LINES. TOWER x 


Nine 

ITSELF NOT DOWN BUT IN ORDER TO REPAIR WILL HAVE To BE? ‘TAKEN® DOWN. Te 
NO INJURIES. OWNER OF RADIO STATION, RICHARD MILLER, eat 
ONE FIFTEEN AM REQUESTED FBI ASSISTANCE AND WAS ADVISED SERVICES NG 
FBi LABORATORY AND? COVERAGE: 0 TOFS TR OBLD. BE MADE (ag 
AVALLABLE spin ga Genres (0! ete LOUTSS, 2. 5 ( 

coh aa vw BRwGMoeL frat, 7G od Fe TE Ss 

# a £ fois Ray ee a 

UN TED WHO" ABE CONDUCTING SNUPS TIGA TT WHO ALSO REQUESTED 10.5, 

BUREAU ASSISTANCE. IT IS UNKNOWN WHAT CONNECTION IF ANY THIS BOMBING 


ctr te, “" “ay rh 


HAS ON DEMANDS IN THIS CASE SINCE OWNER OF STANTON HAD YIELDED TO 


Untess Advised to Contrary’ by Bureay 


DEMANDS MADE ON HIM. NO INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED: piacde U.S 


ST AOU, HO fe TNO U RE UBEAINT aeergtag bh s 
SECRET SERVICE, SkMO, AND MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, SLMO, HAVESBERN@=="== = 
SAT eee A Medias: rp Re 
ADVI TESTOR areas Noite e a : ly 15 AUG 6 1968 
LETERIUTT AN mremer sNDUW aca 
XEROX 7 : & 


SVM SEE NOTE ON BACK 


JUL 1968 28°5 _ | b ype 


FBI WASH) BG | 192 


fie= sie 5S SGSRN she Se AR DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR | 
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‘NOTE ON 6-94 TO CIVIL RIGHTS. DIVISION: “This will ‘confirm tthe conver= 

sation; between Mr, Jeffrey Smith“and SA J.N:Egnor on: 7 /25-29/68, 
concerning the. request. for FBI investigation made by the Brentwood, 
“Missour. Police: Chief. ‘Mr, Smith stated the: request had been ~ 
referred to the USA's office in -St. Louis and the. Department. 
would: advise if Anvest teatiour by “the ‘FBI is node reo S fe 


a oy 


r, y : 
t z a x Fo SPA ES Te pet - & e . 
: Page i? mony . ah ae 
: aa 20 a 
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». Tolson._... — 


wy so ae OT ] ea 7 
ys » DeLoach 


PDair? eo | 
te pe a 9-27-65) - ° cet ; . |} Wy. Mohr... a 
: ee. “ y | Me. Bishop. 
7 ep | Mr. Casper.__—- _ 

| 

I 

| 

I 
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‘a Mr. Callahan_.— 
Mr. Conrad... 


FBI Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale. J 

Date: 7/25/68 Mr. Rosen... 

ao Ysa |, | Mr. Sullivan. } 

LRT) per om 
Transmit the following in Nec een Bs Tavel—— 
(Type in plaintext or code) . is Mr. Trotter. 
{ Tele. Room... 
Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL a. f Miss Holmes 
. (Priority) Miss~ Gandy 
pO rs aa 
To: Director, FBI | ATDEN TION: ae 


Lo 
[XOPOTVAEXR AG HEPSS ERR 
From: SAC, st, LOUIS (157-5937) VENERARANMES PADRE, 
O KX POMBESBEIC IN DEE EIGENCEXBEK, 
Subjecti“BLACK ECONOMIC UNION DEMANDS 
«i 19 ON RADIO STATIONS KXLW, KADI, ' 
“© 3) AND KATZ, 6/13 and 6/17/68 


t td hy iA 
. 4 m se ’ ie 
t 4 


& 


\ 
| : pe oe MCR EL ' [(}VRA-65 [7] CRA-64 
Hoo) | OPA CPE CPF 
708) it e: 2 (BM [j}BM-Threats Kx)Racial Matters 
hae a O53 [] Klan [7] Organization 
5 tw ke 
A tPF)» ASR ARK WENHAM: 
d | BY 


Re St. Louis tel, 7/25/68. 


ami 


Information in the attached was promptly caileAl 
o Secret Service, Military Intelligence, and the USA as 
eceived the services of the FBI Laboratory Identification 

Division and coverage of outstanding leads were immediately 

made available to the St. Louis County PD and the Brentwood PD. 

The Brentwood PD was particularly desirous of having the FBI 

conduct aninvestigation. For the information of the Bureau, 

it is noted that in St. Louis airtel 7/8/68 the USA indicated 

Ly te™ e was reviewing Federal statutes which might be applicable 

g**" in which instance, if he found one, he would recommend to the 

ve Ue S. Department of Justice that the FBI conduct an investigatio 

b in the matter of the Black Economic: Union demands. When 

r0tified of this bombing, the USA indicated he would again 

“onsider appropriate Federal statutes which might be applicable. 


f\ i 3 (ON: vackfe SY 5 ?- SPD Wh “fh Tear eo Coad a 
ARSLecune (“] No further action being taken and AUG % 1968 


w4e- 


1}- Bureau - [X] LHM enclosed [[¥ Copy furnished to USA St. Louis; 
\-“ (Enc. - 8)° (7) LHM being submitted Secret Service, St. Louis;.. 
(RM) | Report being submitted NISRA, St. Louis; OSI, St. Louis; 
1 - St. 113th MI Group III, St. 


Louysy Preliminary investigation instituted 


RBS - pdp [(_] Limited investigation instituted 


Louis. 


Sent __0 MM Per _ agp RE 


iL " Specidl | Agent in Charge 
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“SL: 157-5937 


The Bureau will be kept advised. © vie 


NOTE. ON 6.94: Ths will Soneian the conversations. between Mr. 
‘Jeffrey Smith and SA J.N.Egnor on 7 /25=29/68, concerning the 
. -.. wéquest for FBI investigation made by the Brentwood, Missouri. 
Cy ast - Police Chief. . Sm. Smith stated the request. had been referred | . 
a to the USA's office in St. Louis and the Peper aent: would advise - 
if ge nvesy teat ron. by .the FBI is mequostee be 
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uni STATES DEPARTMENT OF (ice 


| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to St. Louis ; Missouri 


File No. 
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July 25, 1968 


Black Economic Union Demands 
onkRadio Stations KXLW, KADI. 
and KATZ, June 13 ane sane TP, 1968 


Reference is made to St. Louis letterhead memorandum 
in this matter| dated July 11, 1968.. 


At 1:15 a.m., July 25, 1968, Mr. Richard Miller, 
owner and General Manager, KXLW and KADI, both located at 
2735 Bompart, Brentwood, a suburb of. St. Louis, Missouri, 
advised that he had just received notice that the tower 
of KXLW and KADI had been bombed’ and damaged and he was 
furnishing this information in the event a Federal violation 
existed. 


Police dispatcher J. Saddler, Brentwood Police 
Department, advised that at approximately the same time 
that the antenna tower of KXLW and KADI had been bombed 
at 12:50 a.m.,; the St. Louis.County. Police Department 
Bomb and Arson Squad were en route to conduct an investigation. 
He stated that the power lines to this antenna were down 
and creating a hazard. 


Officials of the Brentwood, Missouri, Police 
Department and St, Louis County Police Department advised 
throughout the morning of July 25, 1968, that it was not 
possible to determine the extent of damage to the radio 
tower and that in order to repair the tower it probably 
would have to be taken down. 


This document ‘contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 


of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 


your agency; it and its contents are not, to be distributed outside 
| . 


your agency. | IST 997 -Mb 


exeLosune 
ae 


RE: Black Economic Union Demands 
on Radio Stations KXLW, KADI, 
and KATZ, June 13 and June 17, 1968 


At approximately 8:30 a.m., July 25, 1968, 
Detective Sergeant Wendell, St. Louis County Police 
Department Bomb and Arson Squad, advised that the explosive 
causing the damage to the antenna tower of KXLW ~ KADI 
was dynamite, apparently in one charge and a search of the 
scene failed to locate a fuse or cap which might have 
detonated the dynamite. Numerous bits of metal were found, 
all believed to have come from the metal frame of the 
tower itself. {Wrapping paper from the dynamite was 
found. Sergeant Wendell stated that the antenna tower 
rests ona pedestal base imbedded in concrete and that the 
tower is estimated to have dropped from eight to 12 inches 
as a result of;the insulating material upon which the 
pedestal rests|having been broken away by the dynamite. 
This insulating material is in the nature of porcelain 
or glass. The|/concrete base upon which the tower rests was 
broken in several pieces and cracked. A building inspector . 
from Brentwood, Missouri, examined the scene as did an 
electrical engineer from KXLW. According to Sergeant Wendell, 
it will depend;jupon the opinion of the building inspector 
as well as the engineer as to the estimate of damage and 
cost of repair. Sergeant Wendell stated that the evidence 
collected by the St. Louis County Bomb and Arson Squad would 
be turned over'to the Brentwood Police Department for 
appropriate action. He knew of no suspects in this bombing. 


Captain Chapman of the Brentwood Police Department 
advised that a minimum of estimate to repair the damage 
to the radio station tower would be $3000 if it were possible 
to make the repair without taking dow the tower. He advised 
in addition that the coxial cable from the tower to the 
radio station itself was broken by the blast. 


Captain Chapman expressed the opinion, as did 
Sergeant Wendell of the St. Louis County Police, that it 
could not be determined at this time whether or not this 
bombing had any connection with demands made on radio stations 
KXLW, KADI and KATZ on June 13 and June 17, 1968 by a group 
referring to themselves as the Black Nationalist Movement, 
consisting of the Black Economic Union, Zulu 1200's, CORE, 
ACTION, and the Pruitt-Igoe Hard Core. These officials 
expressed the opinion that the owner of KXLW and KADI had 
yielded to the demands of the Black Economic Union which 
would appear to give them no reason to do the bombing. This 
was conjecture |on his part. 

/ 
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RE: Black Economic Union Demands 
on Radio Stations KXLW, KADI, . ; 
and KATZ, June 13 and June 17, 1968 


Captain Chapman additionally advised that Richard 
Miller had stated that Clarenc (Guthrie, head of the Zulu 
1200's, had asked that an announcement be made over radio 
NO. station KXLW on July 23 or July 24, 1968, and Miller had 
fie. refused to make this announcement. He did not know the nature 
of the request; by Guthrie. , 


_ A-source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on July 23, 1968, that Clarence Guthrie 
had requested KXLW to make an announcement of an Afro~American 
Day celebration to be sponsored by the Zulu 1200's and Miller, 
the owner of the station, had refused on the basis that time was 
not available. The source stated that it was his impression 
Guthrie was not greatly perturbed by this refusal of Miller. 


This |source also advised that when Miller yielded 
to the demands |by the Black Economic Union on him he read 
an editorial over KXLW and KADI which has been taken by the 
Negro community to. be a capitulation to the demands, The 
sourcegstated that this editorial indicates the formation 
of ‘Partners in Progress" plan which will permit newly 
established Negro business and some others to advertise in 
order to become established in their business. The total 
advertising which will be made available to these businesses 
will amount to approximately $200,000. The source stated 
that an emblem is being prepared to illustrate the "Partners 
in Progress" plan and this emblem will consist of an oval- 
shaped design of a Negro hand clasping a white hand as if in 
a handshake, 


The St. Louis American, a Negro weekly, of July 11, 


1968, carried the verbatim account of the editorial read 
by Miller over KXLW and KADI. A copy of this is attached. 
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KADY 
‘EDITORIAL * 


The following editorial is being. 


_read this week by the president 
and general manager of KXLW 
and RADI radios, Richard J, Mil- 
ler : 

This is RJ, Miller Presidant 
of KXLW and General Manager of 
KXLW and KADI-FM, lam speak. 
§ to you now to make the most 
important ‘and far reaching an- 
nouncements —T have ever made 
Guring my ten years of radio sta- 
tion ownership, For too long how 
the community outiock of white 
controlled media has been limited 
to the sour walls gn 


si 


adh ected 


in the | gine setto, Some media man- 
ment held the faulty belief that 
emerging black com-_ 
uld respond tothe same 


is 


> of the hour, both nation. 
cally, have revealed to 
adio aaa thetrue storyof . 
tis really happening to black. 
ié in the ghetto and I am an- 
uncing t see ay sweeping changes 

E policies, anew direction in 
our objectives, and 2 shift in the 
character of KXLW and , 
OT sowe can take a morcactive » 


a 
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ues and patterns as.in |: 
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‘bilitate people and r 


these talk groups do not seem to 
realize the seriousness and im- 
portance of conditions Leday with- 
in ithe ghetto, The welfare mess 
has done aimost nothing to veha- 
tthem to 
work and far from pro ng the 
cohesiveness of family life ithas 
tended to encourage the break-up 
of| family life in the black com. 
munity, ; 
KXLW and KADI have decided 
that talk is not enough, Now isthe 


2 


om 


time for direct action, We aiso 


say that so called ‘sake work’? 
job opportunities. are now not 
enough, The Black people of the | 
ghetto are frozen out of the econ- 
omic and business life of their 
own community, they have no real 
relationship into the system, T TO 
change this to revive Saint 1 Louis _ 
and give hope to the ghetto we say_ 


I 
that “what is needed now is more 


‘ Negro entrepreneurs more black: 


2 ownership within the ghetto be-. 


A cause only from more black own- 
f ership or black controlled co-ops 


wi thin thé ghetto can a stablizing 
force come forth toassist the de- 
velopment of self determination, . 
Negro - owned businesses and. 
bla dk capitalism will virovide real. 
job opportunities in ttle every cen-— 
tral “ghetto areas whe! re heip is 
needed nost. However, ‘because of 
-the' financial burden of starting a’ 
new enterprise, owners of such 
businesses often are unable to 
trovice further capital funds to 
‘generate necessary promotional 
efforts to compete with well es-' 
tablished large competitors, . 
It is here that KXLW and KADi, 
will focus our attentionto help the 


newly emerging Negro business-, - 


man realize and achieve his po- 
tential both for his benefit and for. 
the benefit of his black empicyees 
for whom he is bpeaiing jobs, ; 
KXLW and KAD! feel tha! direct . 
approach is neededtoass se 
Negro - owned new businesses, 
and we have established and fund- 
ed 2 $200,000 program of direct 
adveriising assistance for new 
pines Owned business, Our plan, 
is ¢a lled Partners in Progress, 
, go implement this endowize ent we 
have asked a distinguished panel 
of citizens representing a. broad 
spectrum of the Negro comraunity 
t6 advise and administer these | 
funds, The KXLW-KADI Partners 
’PYOSress progr. is effective 
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Edition: 
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spirits PBL (197-o771) 1 - Mr. T. J. Deakin : 
1 a Mr, H. Eo Morris t 

1 = Mr, Ee Ro Stark : 


4 ‘Bact SCOMOMDC WITCH 
BACT AL. WATTERS. 


heCGaierel 7/24/66 entitled “Bhootday ef Chicago  &) 
fPellee Senarinant. iad “Sith: and Horgan atecets, Ghienge, ce 


Lilineis, 6/5/68, Bele 


fs 
f 
\ EE aot previously haudied, Springfield shaukd 
institute an approoriate Lavestigatioa of es aptiowcs: crea 
fox the purpose of deterbinine ite aime aml purposes, os. 
well aco the identities of its leaders and antiviuts. ‘fou in 
are ta possession of eonsiderable tofernatien aancermliug tha _ 
Gets ade mote by thie orowp on radio stations in vt. eee a 
Hissourt. se 
Sgvingfield should ales iasti tute lavestigatt i a 
oe “Pp Tuck ~ god Leorm "aeons" ThouAS, both of whom ag 6B 
deseribed in refercnmed airtel as mewbers of militant Black: a |. 
extremiet ; gmoups is Bast St. Lowls,. You should develop | 
backeomund lafermetion concersming those individuals, ef vell gy 
oo data volat: fg to thede a twitive ia the black ext rennet oe 
field. 8 -Theees te reported to be working du new York eity 3 
as & mut iy an appropriate leat ghould be set ont for the 4 
Mew Yowk Off tee to contact pertiaent sources for information 
concemming bie activities in/that city. Mesults of your 
investigations showld he > subaitted 1a form suitable for 
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igitater Tyghaut. Buliles eont a 
a with Thomas. MAD] 
jew 2 + Mamphis 7 AUGI 1968 ice TA 
| Casper 2 F 
} Sina or ‘long Leen Ee med REP TWO. 
cic ae 13 ori — 
roses =. J» 157-FNU Tucker | ST 101 | ~ eee Say | Vi 
fe if 


1 - 157-Leon,"Amos'!. Thomas 1 - 157-William Pace AM 
oo BES S t p é, hee 4 cel on é mn 
Gandy aan ROOM TELETYPE unit L_I . Ny 


x a 


HW 52365 DocId:32720896 Page 41 


HW 59365 


Letter to SAC, 


fer dios mui nation under ia 


wcete GION 


Lata Sa, ‘poth ‘stedente - “a ta, eoakaa ck oad i, 
LLLa, Senuatent, are peahers Bead b3 n Reid Codateny 


ate goaey eet 3 , of Seay and Pe 
ound date and black entnwnl St RETINAS ORS 

sults of your davestigat: i 

lividual case “oaptiete ant Lazinde 


nee yapomnendations as : ke , Sagres names Spring 


NOTE: 


Reatrtel contains faformation obtained by a 

Chicago Detective from Raymond Sharp confined on an unlawful 
use of weapons charge. According to Sharp, the Black Economic 
Union operates in several cities in southern Illinois and is 
headed by Charles Koen, a very militant individual. Koen is 
included in thé Agitator Index. The information furnished by 
Sharp appears to be reliable as it confirms much of: the int ors 
mation we possess. 
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FBI | 
Date: 8/19/68 


Transmit the following in 


outa 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


ALY cena 
UNCLA 


Via AIRTEL AIRMAIL ERRIN LSU 


Subject’- BLACK ECONOMIC. UNION, DEMANDS ON 
“RADIO STATIONS KXLW, KADI and KATZ 


6/13 & 17/68 Eqn 
CICR CIEL [(OVRA-65 [7] CRA-64 : I, 
[JPA [PE (10 PF a uett 
Y C]BM [((] BM-Threats {kK ]Racial Matters \ ld 
i. {[}Klan [(_] Organization \ ; 
Ag : Il 
[> f RO O00. UVOD.O0 000). 00.0.04 
Hi] 
ta3 ‘ 


de! 


Re St. Louis airtel, 7/25/68. 


MN pene 
a Citi 


Sources in attached are: 


THAT + 
LULA 


HOW 


Le a 
(yA Bureau (Encl. 8) (RU 
R ee ae Louis ey q AUG 21 1968 9h, - 
pm A 
ioe “se top em RE 
ACTION: UACB: so'(i orth. 


[_] No further action being taken and RACIAL Ta 
[x] LHM enclosed [x] Copy furnished to USA, stl 4 ouis; 


[=] LHM being submitted Secret Service, NISRA, 
[_j Report being submitted OSI, & 113th MI Group III 


(J Preliminary investigation instituted @11 St. Louis, Mo. 


[_] Limited investigation instituted 


Sent ___ UM Per 


TF ‘ 
tis 
Va 


Re ae Psoralea ey Sa iT 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to St. Louis, Missouri 


File No. 


August 19, 1968 
, ‘ quant Loe qonts lego 
ALL te? poe? 


| oe us of BY EG bbe, 


‘3 ECONOMIC UNION_ DEMANDS. ON. - 


RADIO. ‘STATIONS. JOAN, .KADE,.And.J KATZ, .» 


JUNE_13_and_.17,. 1968... _. 


Reference is made to St. Louis memorandum in 
this matter dated July 25, 1968. 


A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past; advised on July 26, 1968, that Al Chappelle 
of the Zulu 1200's, had contacted Richard J. Miller, owner 
of radio stations KXLW and KADI demanding to see him immed- 
iately concerning something. to.be broadcast over KXLW in the 
future. The source said that Miller refused to see. him. 


Th ulu 1200's. began as a youth group..of. Mid City 


Community _ Co ongress, a Social agency funded to a large extent 


A(b) (7) 
FOIA (b) (6) 
HW 52365 


by a church group. MiSs ov] 
en A, 


A second source, who has furnished reliable informa- 
tion in the past, advised that George Lasker, General Manager 
of radio station KATZ, was telephonically contacted by Alonzo 
Chappelle on July 26, 1968, demanding a meeting with Lasker 
at 2:30 PM, July 27, 1968. This meeting was arranged to 
take place at the radio station offices. 


The source advised that neither Chappelle nor anyone 
else showed up for this meeting. 


A review of the military record on August 2, 1968, 
for Alonzo J, L. Chappelle, Air Force Serial Number 17 583 666, 
indicatés that he enlisted in the U. S. Air Force December 9, 
1960, at St. Louis, Missouri, as Basic Airman E-1l. His home 


address was 3044 | iC enu St. Louis, Missouri. His Social 
Security Number ais He was described as: ” 
p57-977/- | o~ 
PROPERTY OF FRry 
— (C) lon F te cation and its contents are 
ar a 
nor 4 to you by the FBI, and neither it 


its contents are to be re] 
: istributed 
outside of the agency to which loaned. 
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'. Res Black Economic Union Demands on Radio Stations KXLW, 


KADI gfid KATZ, June 13 and 17, 1968 

4 MC Mp poepeE ie Ach MEBs rk CHP PELE 

<a faite’ os ancl | Alonzo James Leroy7Chappelle 
Race; a Negro et ae 
Sex: » | 


Date of Birth: 


Eyes; _....... Ce Lee ee ROWE: = 

Hairs Black 

Height: 5°10" 

Weights _- 161 pounds 

Marital Status: Single 

Scar: 7 1% inch scar on left hand 

Education: 24 years of high school 4 

Civilian Occupation: — bo 
ARE, id nk 


He entered the regular / ce with consent f 
guardian form-dated December 8, 1960. His mother is Marvel K. 
Chappelle, 3044 Cass Avenue, St. Louis.,..Missouri.. | TEXAS. VAS 
<a Fe Ss 


Seu Lous y ; vee. 

His education ‘as of February, 1961, va si “EX /08 _. 
ph eee ae 

September, 1949 to June, 1954, Cole Grade School; C35 

September, 1954 to June, 1958, Carver School; rere Se 


September, 1958 to December, 1960, ay a Technical Fokmessz 
High School, St. Louis, Missouri. fo 


His relatives were listed ass i: f 
Father, - athine Chappelle,’ ae 
| pomeranian 3727 W. 27th Street, 
os Angeles, California; 
‘ Mother, Mar erine Chappelle, born[] 
evra ceediesidence 3044 Cass Avenue, 
ouis, isted: October, 1963); 


Mother, Marvel Catherine Woods,’ residence 4016 - 
‘Enright, St. Louis. (listed. February , 1961, with 
divorce indicated as August. 18, 1950 : 

Brother, Alphonse Chappelle, Jr., born. 

ag | residence 4016 Enright, St. Louis; 

Si n Chappelle, born 

3044 Cass, St. Louis; 


Ly 
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Re:- Black Economic Union Demands on Radio Stations KXLW, 
_ KADI and. KATZ, June 13 and 17, 1968 © 


Sister Carline Chappelle, born December 28, 1947, 
|} died December 29, 19473 


Sister-in-law, Marie Chappelle, born 
[_____,___} residence 4016 Enright, St. Louis; 

Grandmother, Edna Lee Glenn, born April 3, 1904, 
Florence, Alabama, residence 3044 Cass, St. Louis. 


His employments were; 


July, 1960, to August, 1960, Spring Fine, Cathian 
. Springer Home, by Mrs. Abby, part-time. 


The following references were listed: 


Mrs. Nadiene Baker, Carver School, known 5 years; 
Mrs. Gonzella. Mays, 5960 Clemens, known 7 years; 

Mrs. Dorothy Mickey, 700 Vandeventer, known 17 years; 
Mrs..Lucille Hall, 5401 Vernon, known 5 years; 
Albert Fields, 4126 Maffitt, known 8 years. 


Previous residences were: 


May, 1943, to July, 1944, 444°S. Harrison, St. Louis; 

July, 1944, to March, 1956, 702 Vandeventer, St. Louis; 

March, 1956, to June, 1958, 3435 Franklin, St. Louis; 

June, 1958, to September, 1960, 3501 Franklin, St. Louis; 

September, 1960, to December, 1960, 3044 Cass, St. Louis; 

December, 1960, to January, 1961, Lackland Air Force 
Base, Texas; 

January, | 1961, to date. (February 8, 1961), Sheppard 

. Air Force: Base, Texas. 


He indicated membership in the Boy Scouts 1956 to 1958, 
and at St.. Alphonso Church, 1958 to 1959.. 


From December. 7, 1960, to December 15, 1961, he was_ 
a teletype operator, and on April 19, 1961, he was reduced to 
Airman Basic for failure to submit homework. 


A 
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' 
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é 
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Re: Black Economic Union Demands on Radio Stations KXLW, 
KADI and KATZ, June. 13 and 17, 1968 


His efficiency reports were from good to excellent. 
He also served|as telephone operator and worked as such on 
SAC telephone network. 


He was. promoted to Airman 2nd Class June 1, 1963. 
He was granted clearance for Top Secret on September 13, 
1963. . 


On January 17, 1964, at Walker Air Force Base, 
New Mexico, as telephone operator, base telephone at 6:34 AM 
he was found asleep on duty. ; 


On January 20, 1964, he was reduced to grade 
Airman 3rd Class from Airman 2nd Class. ; 


From January, 1963, to January, 1964, he was a 
Communication Center Specialist, SAC network. 


On December 8, 1964, he was ‘honorably released on 
from active duty assigned to Air Force Base, Denver, Colorado, 
with the terminal date of his Air Force. Reserve obligation 
being December 8, 1966. He was honorably discharged from 
the Air Force Reserve December 8, 1966. 


; His home address as of December 9, 1966, was 
5011 Lotus , St. Louis, Missouri. 


This record indicated he applied for employment 
with the St. Louis Police Department as a policeman on March 9, 
1965. 


“He had foreign ‘service from June 16, 1961, to 
September 17, 1962, in Taiwan. 


On August 1, 1968, a third source, who ‘has urnished 
reliable intormation in the past, advised that Char Leck 

who was involved with the demands upon-the above radi 
was a very close associate of OcigaRastard of Mid City Community 
Congress, This source said that tard if not actually advis-— 
ing Koen and the Zulu 1200' s, is aware of their activities, and 
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Re: Black Economic Union Deniands on Radio Stations KXLW, 
‘“KADI and KATZ, June 13 and 17, 1968 


both the Zulu 1200's and Koen consult with Pastard. This 
source félt Koen was involved in the bombing of radio. 
station KXLW. | 

‘The first source above advisedm August 12, 1968, 
that Koen uses the telephone 652-5811 as if this were his 
home telephone, but source did not know if Koen actually’ 
‘stayed there or not. 


This source also advised at this time that from 
his associations with_the Zulu 1200's, particularly Koen, - 
Chappelle and ClarenceyGuthrie,, Commander—of—the, Zulu's, 
-it is his understandi that Tony Dent, previously associated 
with the Zulu's was beat up because Koen could not control 
by ‘him, did not consider him dependable, and because Dent 
\\ ahs Sai Koen by his manners. ; 


This source said t one Ken Holder. had done 
_|research for Clarence "Skip Guthrie.on the background of 
‘the Zulu's as an African tribe, as well as their history. 


ae 


the Zulu's resides at 5877 Nina Place, St. Louis, Missouri, 
with an unidentified white girl. Terrell is Negro and is 

one making the original demands upon the above radio stations. 
The source said this is the same address at which Ken der 
resides. He said that Terrell is a photographer, a“writer, and 
is employed by Model City Voice, a ~publication ¢ of the Model 
city =Boney in 1 St. I Louis. . 


This source alsd advised that vinteperrell, of ZULU /hoo'S 
| 
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SAG, Springfield (157-962) 9/30/68 


eae (57-9771) _ jg «1: = Field Guidance Folder 


1 - Mr. H. E. Morris 
“ lL = Mr. E. R, Stark 
wis | 


pike! Bhosoure 


RACIAL NATTERS 


Reurlet 9/23/68. 


The bureau interposes 20 objection to the closing of 
Lomod matter in your Office. However, ag you are aware, 
advised a Chicago detective that the Black 
sconoule Union operates in several cities in Southern Illinois 
and St. Louis letterhead memorandum dated 9/6/68, entitled 
“The Black Liberators” indicates there has merely been a 
change in the name of the organization from Blael: Economie 
Gaion to The Biack Liberators. 


You should open a ease on The Black Liberaters, 
determine whether it exists in your territory and, if se, 
the activities of the group. Results of your investigation 
should be furnished the Bureau and the St. Lowis Office. 

i - St. Louis | 


1 - 157-10356 (The Black Liberators) 


Relet advises that St. Louis is closing its case on 
the Black Economic Union. This letter is considered essential 


to insure that |Springfield conducts the required investigation 
concerning The |Black Liberators. 


| do- | 
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> TAY. 1962 EDITI 


GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 3 
UNITED STATES GO .NMENT é 
Memorandum 


TO > DIRECTOR, FBI (157-9771) DATE: 9/23/68 


FRO , SPRINGFIELD (157-962) (Cc) 


es 


a) 
i, Re Bulet as captioned, 8/2/68, St. Louis Airtel 9/6/68 
captioned THE BLACK LIBERATORS , RM. 


Since it has been established the Black Economic Union is 
no longer in existence as per St. Louis Airtel, this file is being 
closed in this office, Since CHARLES E. KOEN has established 
residence and headquarters in St. Louis, Mo.” 


Separate files have been opened on '"FNU 't TUCKER who has 
been identified as HUBERT WINDOM by sources of this office, and 
LEON "Amos" THOMAS ,| and their activities are being followed. 


WINDOM is currently a member of WARLORDS, and THOMAS is 
alleged to be with Black Culture Inc. 


- Bureau (157-9771) 
3 - Springfield 
(1 - 157-962) 
(lL = 157-872) 
(L + 157-969) 
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“> Letter to SAC, St. Louis 
~ RED CHARLES ENLOW KOEN; 
Bea “BLACK ECONOMIC UNION 

157- ene: 157-9771. 


Xo ‘Referenced LHM reveals that Koen claims residence at 
, 2810 Easton, St. Louis, Missouri, (the Black Liberators head- 
_ quarters) but is probably living at Apartment 10, 5646 Waterman, 


' St. Louis. 


Chicago detective tnat the 

‘Black Economic’ Union operates in several cities in Southern 
Illinois and is headed by Koen, an extremely militant individual. 

_° By letter dated 8/2/68, Sprinefield was instructed to institute 
-- an appropriate, aeyeSt cet to of the Black Economic Union. 


0-19,(Rev. 11-3-69) 
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|) doitig it up Brown - 


i f S f. 
| Sallivon —€y— 
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Tele, Room 


Former grid great, now a eve 


presen Are 


ér smile ? “a 

Jimm my rown just shrugged off the question 

tossed py’ EWS photographer Ed Peters. Some 

| 80 minutes of photo taking had ‘elapsed and 
' Brown still appeared tight-lipped and edgy. 


“Don’t you 


‘His grimness couldn't be chalked up to lack-|- 
' ing a sense of humor. It more likely was related to| 


Brown’s apparent suspicion of strangers. He 


' guard. ° 


: underfoot while gaining immortality as a pro- 
. fessional football -player. -He’s the same today 


“The “Split,” “Riot,” “Ice Station Zebra,” etc.). 
hasn't affected his physical condition. Brown 
weighed 228 when he made life miserable for 
National Football League opponents. At age 34, 
he scales 225 and still boasts a 45-inch chest | 
and a 82-inch waist. The 6'2"' .Georgia-born 
bruiser remains a tough man to bring down. He 
reveled in. that reputation while growing up in 
: Manhasset, L.I., and while ringing up a “Be 
“average at Syracuse University. 
NEWS writer Bob Lardine interviewed Brown 
‘ and found him “a brilliant, articulate exponent 


| miss arguments that run counter to his well- 
| thought-ou€-views. But he always knows what he. 
ts talking. about regarding the black man’s 
dreams.” 


ote: s film work. ° 
- LARDINE « 


credit you with tremendous potential. How do 
. you gauge your career at this point? 
i BROWN « ‘Well, I’ve accomplished what I set | 
| out to do: break .a lot -of taboos. Many Ameri- 
, cans, black and white, hated to'see a black man 


|.The black cale-said, he  Shouldn’ t do it; the white 
bila Sie it. I’ve played every- 


\ last film a. . tick 
atime 


 ¥acism. 


gives the _impression of being constantly. on 


Brown was: that way when he trampled rivals i 


with 12 films to hia credit (“The Dirty Dozen,” | 


The three-year absence from the gridiron | 


- of the black man’s goals and frustrations. Brown | 
i ag imperious, defiant-and-will aggressively -dis- | 


To start the aneeveiesd, Lardine eae on. 


Some critics os been Gacck in | 
their views of your acting ability, while others | 


i amake love to a white woman on screen. (Brown | 
, did just that with Raquel Welch in “100 Rifles.”) 


..) focused on | 
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- The Washington Post 
Times Herald 


Daily News (New York) 


. New York Post 
The New York Times 
< ‘ The Sun (Baltimore) 


Ls Fe GF 7-2 The Daily World 


ie New Leader 
The Wall Street Journal 
NOT RECORDED™ 
46 APR 20 1970 


The National Observer 

People’s World 

Examiner (Washington) 
_ Sitcoms 
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for 150,000 people being employed. We’ve 
staréce-£5-vo 30 businesses, and we’ve been able 
to get loans from banks for many people. We 
have job interest and motivation programs in 
four cities, and our Kansas City branch was 
cited by the President as the number one opera- 
tion of its type in the country. Our Food First 
program is operating now, and we’re sending 
food and medical supplies to Mississippi. I’m 
proud to say that we can organize athletes better 
than any organization in the country. Our idea 


LARDINE+- That’s certainly encouraging. It 
means there is real hope in this area. 
BROWN. Certainly. The Black Economic Union 


up with better programs. We’re even working 
with government agencies, and getting sup- 


port from the Ford Foundation. There is hope. © 
It isn’t all despair. But I don’t snow where, the 


balance is. 

LARDINE + You have been quoted as saying 
that the black man hasn’t done enough to help 
himself. Is that an accurate quote? 

BROWN « My greatest fight is not with the white 
man, but with the black man. I want to get him 
to realize the importance of utilizing the re- 


have fantastic athletes like O. J. Simpson and 
Lew Alcindor represented by white agents who 
can’t do any more for them than black agents. 
A whole company could be buiit around those 
ltwo.guys. They could hire black people and 
wouldn’t lose a dollar. Black people will never 


trol the things that they have, just as the Jews 
do-and the Irish, Polish and so on. 

LARDINE « In a recent Associated Press poll on 
the “best pro grid player of the decade,” ‘you 


Bart Starr. Were you disappointed? 


‘make a bit of difference. In most cases, it’s 
first or nothing as far as I’m concerned. I-do 


to suppress a lot of things that I’ve done be- 
cause of the way I tried to. organize players and 
so on and so forth. So I do recognize that a lot 
of people wouldn't like me to be too renowned. 
But it really doesn’t matter. I’ve always felt 
that the only champion is one who starts good 


and ends good. I wanted to leave when I was.on > 


top. If I hadn’t, you would really be hearing 
some things about me today. 

LARDINE * Pve been checking the clippings on 
you, and find that over the past few years you’ve 
been involved in.a paternity suit, assaults and 


| auto incidents. Do you think that you’ve been 


treated fairly by the law?. 
BROWN © I’m singled out like any-other black or 
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is to work on economic development on all levels. 


is gathering momentum, and we are coming ~ 


sources he already has instead of giving them - 
up or not developing them. For example, we. . 


find equality without being able to at least con-. 


finished a poor third behind. Johnny Unitas and. 


BROWN. Finishing third or fiftieth wouldn’t 


think, however, that there’s a move in the NFL’ 


white cat in America that speaks out Too Tiath. 


é2 


- Jack Johnson eventually had to leave the coun- 


try. He was forced out. Paul Robeson #et0rCed 
out; Stokely (Carmichael) is gone; Cleaver’s 
gone; Mohammed Ali will probably have to 
leave. You can go right on down the line. The 
thing about me is that my philosophy can’t 
really be attacked. They can’t fight the philoso- 
phy _ but they can-cut off areas where funds 
‘must be obtained to develop black people eco- 
nomically. They don’t want my independence 
‘to-be used as an example for others to follow. 
LARDINE You KEEP referring to “they.” Who 
are “they?” 


BROWN e (laughing) Why, the man, of course. 


The man. You see, I can’t be controlled and I 
have an opinion. It’s difficult to get me involved 
in things like riots or inciting riots because I’m 


_ not in those areas. I don’t even talk about them. : 
’ My activities can’t be attacked, but with my 


private life it is different. They can take an inci- 
dent and blow it up. I’m always attacked. They 
get you in any area they can. Now you know 
there isn’t a’ man in this-country who hasn’t a 
private life that they could pin some headline on 
if they wanted to. 
LARDINE* So you’re convinced that iHiere? Sa 

| concerted effort to make you look immoral and 
criminal? : 

| BROWN 2 Well, judge for yourself. Did you ever 

; see any other movie star on the front page, 
shackled because of a car accident where no 
one was hurt and where no one was touched? A 
lot of papers carried the photo of me in hand- 
cuffs and chains. This was supposed to kill.me. 
it was supposed to take my black manhood and 
put it on the ground: But when the jury heard 
the case, they took less than a half hour to find 
me not guilty. So I know they are singling me 
out..But it won’t work because my head won't 


drop down to my chest. You’re going to say that . 


I sound bitter. But I don’t sound bitter, man, 
I’m just. real. 
LARDINE » But I still can’t understand why 
they, whoever “they” are, are persecuting you. 
- BROWN © Because they want to control me. I’m 
head of the Black Economic Union. I developed 
it. The guys listen to me. We operate on a non- 
profit charitable charter. We’re tax exempt. 
We're legal. We have no finagling going on. 
We have success stories. We contribute to the 


“poor. We encourage people to work. They can’t : 
. stand the fact that I’m not under the umbrella. 
_ LARDINE e How do you propose to fight against 


_ this effort to control you? 

BROWN e I just won’t become controlled. If I 
was controlled, I wouldn’t have the following 
that I have now. I have to remain a free indivi- 
dual to be able to do those things that I believe 


‘are good for society. What I’m doing is_not for 


black people directly, but for the total society. 0 


LARDINE.._ Were you upset by the way the movie. 
company exploited your love scenes quel 
Welch in “100 Rifles?” 


BROWN Ofcourse not. I’m a black cat and 


whatever talent I possess is to be used by the 
movie company that I sell my services to. I'm 
always going to be exploited when I’m paid 
$300,000 and get a piece of the action. I’m not, 
in any kind of morality bag where I tell people. 
how to sell a movie. Raquel and-I- were a natu 

gimmick. She has ‘her thing and I have mine. 


CARDINE » Several black performers have criti- 
cized thie“TV show, “Julia,” as being removed 
from reality. How do you feel about it? | ‘An 
BROWN. I think “Julia” is a class show, and 
isn’t embarrassing to anyone. I don’t believe 
that every program with black. people in it 
should be profound, arty or whatever. It should 
be a cross section of what we had before that 
was predominantly white. 3 
LARDINE * 1 know you are soon going to meet 
with President Nixon as a member of a group 


try. What’s-your-assessment-of Nixon rightnow? 


his administration to. put down dissent in this 
| country, not only black but ‘every kind. Those 
'of us who are free thinkers ‘and action people 
| are in a lot of danger. I think his campaign is 
geared to cut down all activities that could 
| bring about change. ae 

| LARDINE * There are constant rumblings about 
a race war occurring in this country. There’s 
little doubt that a good deal of polarization 
has taken place, and that many groups are arm- 
ing themselves. Do you think a confrontation 
is likely in the near future? ; 

WN The FBI, CIA-and the local police 
forces seem to be in cahoots. Anyone that speaks 
| too loud is-going to be tied down -in-a court-case— 
or shot—or something. Because of this, I think 
‘people who would normally think of being ac- 
tively involved in a race war.or black uprising 
will have second thoughts about it. But they 
will think about how they can protect them- 
selves against certain kinds of oppression. And 


do that. Doing things in an intelligent. way is‘a 
much greater threat than operating out of total 
‘emotionalism on the streets. This country has 
never seen intelligent black people committed 


-to-as violence -or -warfare. But if -these people 


feel threatened by violence, they can anly think 
| of retaliation in the same form. 
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representing black businessmen in this coun-. 


BROWN > I think there’s a plan by Nixon and. 


they’ will utilize brain power and resources to. 


to using the last resort, which you might refer | 


PLARDINE 


| of bringing about racial equality. When people 


L 


| within the system. As an individual, I can make 


fight back. He may not have much of h 
buthe'llfight. —_ - Syaer 


BROWN Right now, we have six offices 
abled oftices in the 


rs 
« 


Es Are you therefore pessimistic about 


reso he differences througit~ peaceful 
means? - : 


BROWN « To me, ‘there are many ways to work 


it but there are so many black brothers that 
can’t. There are many ways to explore the means 


try to eliminate those ways —which is free com- 


petition — then they leave no alternative. Force 
is the last resort. When you corner a rat, he’li 


we've probably been responsible 
; Je EY 


